
Candidate filing open for
City Council elections

Filing is open for Pflugerville
residents who wish to run for City
Council places 2 and 4 in May
14 elections. Place 2 and 4 are
currently held by Mike Marsh and
Starlet Sattler. To appear on the
city general election ballot, apply
at the City Secretary’s Office,
100 E. Main St., Suite 300 from
8 a.m. Feb. 14 until 5 p.m.
Monday, March 14. Additional
information and forms are avail-
able on the city website.

Engineering camp for 
middle school girls

The Society of Women
Engineers at The University of

Texas at Austin is accepting appli-
cations for its weeklong summer
program for sixth- and seventh-
grade held June 13-17: Careers
in Engineering for Women. This
day program is designed to intro-
duce students to engineering and
to increase the representation of
women in the field of engineering.
During this unique, interactive,
and fun weeklong experience,
CEW participants will put their
math and science skills to practi-
cal use. Forty exceptional middle
school students will be accepted
to attend.

The CEW application is avail-
able online at
engr.utexas.edu/swe/cew.html.
Applications must be postmarked
by March 1.

AARP 
Tax Help

AARP Tax Help is available from
noon to 4 p.m. each Thursday
and Friday through April 15 at
the Pflugerville Community
Library. The program is on a first-
come, first-served basis. Sign-in
begins at 10 a.m. Call 251-9185
for details.

Hispanic Scholarship
Consortium Conference
The Hispanic Scholarship

Consortium invites all middle
school and high school students
and their parents to this year’s
Hispanic Futures Conference
entitled: Breaking the Code of
College Access. The conference is
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Saturday,
Feb. 26 at Travis High School at
1211 E. Oltorf St. in Austin.
Attendees will learn essential
information about the college
transition including how to pay
for college and how to focus on
building a career after college.
Free bus transportation and
lunch will be provided. For more
information contact the HSC at
368-2956 or events@hispanic-
scholar.org.

Celebrate Black 
History Month

The Pflugerville Community
Library will host an all-ages pro-
gram on Feb. 26 to celebrate
Black History Month, with noted
children’s librarian and author
Deborah Orr. The event takes
place at 2 p.m. at the library,
102 S. 10th St.

City Spring Break 
Camp

Registration begins Feb. 28 for
the City of Pflugerville Parks and
Recreation Spring Break Camp.
The camp runs March 14-18
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. for children
ages 6-11. Visit cityof-
pflugerville.com/classes for
details.

Meeting on 
stocking grass carp

On March 1, the City of
Pflugerville and Texas Parks and
Wildlife Department will hold a
public meeting on stocking grass
carp at Lake Pflugerville at 6
p.m. at the Justice Center located
at 1611 Pfennig Lane. The City of
Pflugerville has applied for per-
mission to stock up to 900 ster-
ile (triploid) grass carp into pub-
lic waters at Lake Pflugerville.

For more information call
Public Works at 251-9935.

Pflugerville’s Expo and
Earth Pfair 

The City of Pflugerville’s Expo
and Earth Pfair takes place
March 5 at Heritage Park, 901
Old Austin Hutto Road. There will
be a variety of family and eco-
friendly activities, educational
opportunities and information
about the programs offered by
the city’s Parks and Recreation
Department throughout the year.
The event takes place from 10
a.m. to 4 p.m.

Visit cityofpflugerville.com/
earthpfair for details.

‘Texas Veterans 
helping Veterans’

“Texas Veterans helping
Veterans” meets at 9 a.m.
Wednesday mornings on March
2, 9, 26, 23, and 30 at the Baca
Center for Senior and Community
Activities, 301 W. Bagdad St.,
Building 2, Round Rock. Veterans
who share the bond of  having
served their country meet to dis-
cuss everything and anything
confidentially. The group is not
affiliated with any government
group. The event, open to the
public, is free to Baca members
and others pay a $1 walk-in fee.

For information, call 218-5499.

Bariatric 
cooking classes

If you’ve recently had bariatric
surgery or are considering
bariatric surgery, or are just inter-
ested in weight loss, Seton
Medical Center Williamson invites
you to attend free cooking class-
es at GoodHealth Commons.

Classes go from 6-7 p.m.
Tuesday, March 8 (Asian cuisine)
in the GoodHealth Commons,
Suite 203 of the Medical Office
Plaza Building next to Seton
Medical Center Williamson at 301
Seton Parkway in Round Rock.

Dieticians will teach how to
cook nutritionally balanced dish-
es. Each class includes a Q&A
session with a registered dietician.

Food 
for Fines  

Pflugerville Community Library
accepts canned goods in lieu of
library fines during the month of
February. A $1 credit will be pro-
vided for each canned food
and/or pet canned food item.
The drive benefits St. Elizabeth
Catholic Church, First Baptist
Church and the Storehouse
Mission food pantries and
Pflugerville Animal Shelter. Visit
cityofpflugerville.com/library or
call 251-9185 for details.
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mom, civic leader, lawyer or
doctor. She might operate your
favorite coffee shop or man-
age the local store you fre-
quent. 

She might have one child or
15, a few grandchildren or a
bunch, or maybe a combina-
tion of the two, somewhere in
between. 

We need your help finding
her. 

The Pflag is currently accept-

ing submissions for the “Mother
of the Year” contest, and will be
doing so until March 6.
Winners will receive a spa gift
certificate valued at $500 and
will be on the cover of the April
28 edition of the She! woman’s
quarterly publication. 

Nominations should
include: 

• Nominee’s name
• Nomination essay of no

more than 400 words

• Photo of the nominee 
• Your contact information,

including phone number
Nominations may be sent by

e-mail to: Pflugerville@
pflugervillepflag.com or edi-
tor@rrleader.com 

Please send only one photo
per e-mail.

Nominations may also be
sent by e-mail or in person to:
Pflugerville Pflag or Round
Rock Leader, 1015 S. Mays

St., Suite 101, Round Rock,
TX, 78664.

Finalists will be selected by
Austin Community News-
papers staff members. Finalist
essays and photos will be pub-
lished March 17-24 for reader
voting. 

For more information on
contest rules, visit
pflugervillepflag.com online.  

– Marcial Guajardo
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treatment plant. TPWD recom-
mended immediate action
since the lake is a drinking
water supply and grass carp
can eradicate hydrilla.

“The carp eat aquatic vege-
tation and have been used suc-
cessfully before in numerous
other lakes in Texas to keep
non-native aquatic plants
under control,” said city Public
Works Director James Wills.
“We hope these sterile grass
carp will be able to remove the
nuisance vegetation and limit
regrowth.”

Based on a standard gauge
of 5 carp per acre with 50 per-
cent or less coverage of
hydrilla, the city was approved
to stock 900 carp.

“Because the lake is our
water supply, we’ve selected
grass carp as the best option so

that we don’t add any chemi-
cals to our water,” Wills said.
“While we were approved for
900 carp, however to start we
will conservatively release
only half that amount. Carp
can grow to be 80-100 pounds
and eat abundantly. We want
the public to know we will be
monitoring the process closely
to do what is best for our water
supply.” 

The TPWD survey also
reportedly identified a prolifer-
ation of cattail in the lake.
While cattails have an aesthet-
ic value, they may also become
detrimental as they can aggres-
sively expand in shallow
water, creating a dense wall of
vegetation around shorelines,
eventually hindering shoreline
access and outcompeting more
beneficial aquatic vegetation,

officials said. 
TPWD recommended con-

sidering either an herbicide to
control future expansion of cat-
tails or a combination of manu-
al and mechanical removal of
plants. Due to the nature of the
lake as a drinking water supply
reservoir, the city chose to use
a backhoe and excavator rather
than chemical means.

PISD to host
community forums

Community members are
invited to join Superintendent
of Schools Charles Dupre at
one of three budget-oriented
community forums. 

• March 2, Kelly Lane
Middle School cafeteria, 7
p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 

• March 8, Westview Middle
School cafeteria, 7 p.m. to 8:30
p.m. 

• March 10, Pflugerville
Middle School cafeteria, 7
p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 

The superintendent will
present information about the
$20 million shortfall in state
funding the district is facing,
and share the district’s propos-
als to close that gap.
Community members will
have the opportunity to ask
questions and provide feed-
back. 

Anyone who cannot attend
the meetings but wishes to
share their thoughts may e-
mail the district at communica-
tions@pflugervilleisd.net or
use the online feedback form at
pflugervilleisd.net/communi-
ty/budget/feedback.cfm 

teams to alternate games
between Hutto and Pflugerville
fields until provisions for other
fields in the area are available. 

“I realized two years ago, I had
to make sure my son and other
children with special needs have
a place to play sports like the
neighborhood kids,” said John
Lorek, Hutto Challenger founder
and president. “Kids with dis-
abilities need to be able to play
regular sports.

“All of our teams will be
named after the Pacific Coast
League teams and each
Challenger team will have the
chance to see their Pacific Coast
League team play the Round
Rock Express throughout the
year.”

Lorek’s son, 4-year-old Ryne,
was born with ocular albinism
and mild cerebral palsy. Named

after baseball great Ryne
Sandberg, he greets others with a
warm hug and a smile. 

Living and breathing baseball
is what it’s all about for the
Lorek family. Dad John, grew up
in Cleveland playing ball and
was a second baseman at
Wesleyan College. His wife,
Monica, is a Chicago native and
Cubs fan. 

Signed mementos of profes-
sional athletes – from Peyton
Manning to Nolan Ryan – deco-
rate the walls of the Lorek living
room. 

Ryne Lorek lives and breathes
baseball much as his dad does.
On June 4, Ryne met Ryne
Sandberg at a Round Rock
Express game. 

“Ryno threw out the first pitch
with Steve Hale, athletic director
for Hutto ISD, at the Express

game when they played the
[Iowa] Cubs, and the players
knew he was part of their team,”
said John Lorek. “He even
signed baseballs.

“My son stood next to
Sandberg, manager of the Cubs
farm team, during the national
anthem. He became a baseball
buddy to the players and was the
bat boy.” 

Lorek is a believer in making
this dream of Challenger Little
League fields in the Austin area
affordable and a reality – in rural
areas where families don’t have
to drive a day-and-a-half to get
their child to a ball field. 

Partnering with cities in the
area is the next step in beginning
a second Challenger Baseball
League. The effort is focused on
spreading the word that special
needs kids need a place to play

sports that is affordable and close
to home. 

The Challenger League in
Hutto was the first to provide
special needs kids a place in this
area east of Interstate 35 a place
to play America’s Pastime.

Taylor, Rockdale, Thorndale,
Thrall, Smithville, Elgin,
Bastrop, Hutto and Pflugerville
partnered with Hutto ISD,
District 30 Little League,
Outback Steakhouse and the
Round Rock Express to create
the Hutto Challenger Baseball
League. A silent auction held
Nov. 6 in Hutto, with a vision to
create a youth baseball league
that caters to kids with special
needs in rural areas, raised
$1,485. 

“Kids are a wealth of educa-
tion and openness,” Lorek said. 

CHALLENGER from Page A1 _____________________________________________________________________________

 


