
Challenger Little
League planned for
Pflugerville 

By Nikki Dowd
Special to the Pflag

The Board of Pflugerville
Little League and the City of
Pflugerville staff will be negoti-
ating improvement plans for the
renovation of a softball field
located on Emmanuel and across
the street from Pflugerville
Elementary – near the
Pflugerville Little League base-
ball fields, according to Robert
McGraw, vice president of the
Pflugerville Little League
Association. 

This softball field will become
home to the Pflugerville Little
League Challenger Division once
plans are finalized and the field is
prepared for its players, their
fans and a mascot or two or three
– and becomes American With
Disabilities Act-compliant.

The Challenger Division was
established in 1989 as a separate
division of Little League to
enable boys and girls with physi-
cal and mental challenges, ages
4-18, or up to age 22 if still
enrolled in high school, to enjoy

the game of baseball along with
the millions of other children
who participate in this sport
worldwide. Today more than
30,000 children
participate in
more than 900
C h a l l e n g e r
Divisions world-
wide.

The Challenger
Little League
season opens in
Hutto on April 9.
Dwight Hall
from the Pacific
Coast League,
Round Rock
Express person-
nel, Little League
I n t e r n a t i o n a l
C h a l l e n g e r
D i v i s i o n
President Sam
Ranck and Texas
state Rep. Larry
Gonzales (District
52 ) will be in the
stands for the
competition. The
C o n c o r d i a
University cheerleaders are
expected to attend, along with
the Concordia ladies’ softball
team.

Challenger sponsor Outback
Steakhouse from Round Rock

will be serving food from a trail-
er and Mike Berman from YNN
plans to be at the event to provide
sports coverage for the television

station. Other Little League
teams will also be competing that
day.

The plan is for the Challenger

By James Rincon
Pflag Reporter

H undreds of par-
ents, students and
teachers lined

Pecan Street in front of
Pflugerville High School
on Friday afternoon in a
rally to raise awareness of
impending cuts
Pflugerville ISD will make
in next year’s budget. 

“This is aimed at the state
lawmakers. They’re the ones
that control the purse strings.
They choose how to spend the

money,” said PHS world geog-
raphy teacher August Plock,
who instigated Friday’s rally
after a PISD staff budget meet-

ing earlier in the
week. “There’s a
$10 billion shortfall
in education spend-
ing here in Texas.
It’s impacting every
school district
across the state of
Texas. If parents
don’t call their law-
makers they will
take the cuts out of
public education.”

Proposed cuts
would lay off 117
PISD teachers, as
well as numerous
support staff and
central administra-

tion staffers, in an attempt to
cover the district’s projected
$20 million deficit over the
next two years.

Rally-goers hoping to be
heard by state legislators at the
Capitol had the opportunity to
bend at least one representa-
tive’s ear Friday, as Rep. Mark
Strama was on hand to address
constituents concerns.

“Politicians follow very
closely what the voters are say-
ing and doing, and right now
politicians are confused by the
mixed messages that they’ve
received from the electorate in
the last few election cycles,”
Strama said. “If you start see-
ing public demonstrations like
this all over the state it can have

Thursday
February 24, 2011

Vol. 30, Issue 46

50¢

Opinion A4
Community A5

Health A6
Sports B1

Classifieds B5

Vol. 30 Issue 46
INSIDE High 80

Low 47
More weather A2

• PISD faces budget cuts
• Mother of the Year

• Basketball playoffs
• What’s Going Around

ONLINE NOW APPLAUSE FOR DRUMLINE
Park Crest Drumline performs at UT game

PPAAGGEE AA55

STILL RUNNING
PHS continues playoff push

PPAAGGEE BB11

“…this is about what’s happening at the Capitol. This is
about our elected state leaders who need to make
better choices and need to solve this problem.”

– Superintendent Charles Dupre

Rally for education Teachers and administrators join students in
attempt to garner attention of state legislators

Photos by Marcial Guajardo
Above: Protesters line up in front of Pflugerville High
School Friday to protest anticipated budget cuts for
school districts in Texas. At left: Maggie Lapoint (left)
and other classmates at Pflugerville High School pose
for a photo during Friday’s budget protests. See Protest, A3

See Challenger, A2

A place for all children to play ball

Courtesy photo
Ryan Lorek (above, left) is among the chil-
dren expected to take part in Pflugerville
Little League Challenger Division games once
the division is up and running.  

Newcomer joins Sattler
in filing for City Council

By James Rincon
Pflag Reporter

Filing for the City Council places that
will be voted on at the May 14 general
election opened Feb. 14 and two candi-
dates have surfaced with just two weeks
left to apply.

Incumbent City Council member Starlet
Sattler filed for re-election to Place 4 on
Feb. 14 and newcomer Brad Marshall
filed Tuesday to get on the ballot for Place
2 currently held by Mike Marsh, who has
not filed for re-election to this point.

Sattler is an independent realtor who
has lived in Pflugerville for more than
18 years.

She has served one term on the City
Council and spent five years on the city’s
planning and zoning commission.

“A lot of the time when [council mem-
bers] have to make…decisions, we have
to make them not necessarily based on out
emotional thoughts about them, but based
on financial and aesthetics and other
things that go into making the decision,”
Sattler said. “Some of the decisions I’ve
made, I made them against my friends’
judgment or I had to take my personality
out of it a lot of times and that’s one of the
things I guess I’ve been most proud of
myself for.”

Marshall Sattler

See Council, A3
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Public invited to
meeting on carp
addition to lake  

The City of Pflugerville and
Texas Parks and Wildlife
Department will hold a public
meeting on Tuesday, March
1 at 6 p.m. at the Pflugerville
Justice Center, 1611 Pfennig
Lane, to inform the public on
the city’s stocking of grass
carp at Lake Pflugerville.

The City of Pflugerville
applied for permission to
stock up to 900 sterile
(triploid) grass carp into pub-
lic waters at Lake Pflugerville
after an aquatic vegetation
assessment for Pflugerville
Reservoir was conducted on
Sept. 14, 2010 by Texas
Parks and Wildlife
Department.

According to city officials,
the final report indicated that
hydrilla has become the pre-
dominant aquatic plant

species in the lake, present-
ing a problem because
hydrilla can out-compete
native aquatic species and
grow to depths of 20 feet. 

According to the report,
hydrilla expands quickly and
has the potential to cause
serious access problems and
result in a total infestation,
which can hinder water
recreation and interfere with
water discharge to the water

Seeking local Mother of the Year
She may be the person who tucked you

in at night when you were young. 
She may be the friend of the family

known for her comfort food, or the athlete
with a deep-seeded passion for the sport or
sports she actively pursues. 

The Pflugerville Pflag is wanting to hear
about the women in our area that have
made an impact – however so, in whatev-
er shape or form – on those in our area. 

She might be a teacher, stay-at-home

See Mothers, A2 See Facts, A2
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